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Study 3. 

Hosea 4. 

Back to the Present.

Purpose: 

To examine how unfaithfulness to God 

brings destruction to a society. 

Immediately after the vision of reconciliation in chapter 3, 

the Lord led Hosea to prophesy about the terrible consequences 

of Israel's sin. 

Read Hosea  4.

1.
What generalizations can you make about Israelite society in Hosea’s time?

	Question 1. 

Verse 1 provides the reason that Israelite society had become corrupt: 

there was "no faithfulness, no love, no acknowledgment of God in the land.”

Gilgal (v.  15) 

was the site of the first shrine built to the Lord in Canaan, immediately after Israel crossed the Jordan River. 

There Joshua set up stones as a memorial to what God had done 

(Josh 4:19-24). 

Ironically, Gilgal had been degraded to a place for sin, as Amos also pointed out (Amos 4:4).

Beth Aven (v. 15), 

"house of idolatry,” refers to Bethel , which means "house of God” 

but was a city where Jeroboam had set up a golden calf idol.

Note how in Hosea’s time, as now, human sin and selfishness reap 

conse​quences in the natural world (v.3).


2.
How close is Hosea’s description to the state of your own society?

3. 
Although many sins are mentioned in this passage, 

which one does God repeatedly condemn (see especially vv. 10-14)?

	Question 3. 

As we read verses 10-14, the word prostitution keeps hitting us between the eyes. 

Because the references are tied to idol worship, it appears that Israelite women engaged in religious prostitution in or near temples de​voted to Canaanite fertility gods.

This religion was predicated upon the belief that the processes of nature were controlled by the relations between gods and goddesses. 

Projecting their understanding of their own sexual activities, the wor​shipers of these deities, through the use of imitative magic, engaged in sexual intercourse with devotees of the shrine, in the belief that this would encourage the gods and goddesses to do likewise. 

Only by sex​ual relations among the deities could man’s desire for increase in herds and fields, as well as in his own family, be realized. 

(0. J. Baab, “Prosti​tution.” in The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, ed. George A. Buttrick [Nashville: Abingdon, 1962], 3:932-33)

The sacrifices offered in Canaanite temples resembled those which the Israelites offered to Yahweh, the God of Israel, in the names of the sac​rifices and the beasts offered as well as in the ritual observed. 

But the religion was polytheistic and highly sensuous, with a strong emphasis on fertility rites. 

In the temples of the Canaanites there were male and female prostitutes ("sacred” men and women), and all sorts of sexual excesses were practiced. 

It was believed that in some way these rites caused the crops and the herds to prosper. 

Baal was the god who cared for the rain and the growth of the crops and the flocks. 

(J. A. Thomp​son, The Bible and Archaeology [Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 1982], p.90)


4.
Why is prostitution an apt symbol of worshiping false gods 

(besides a literal part of Baal worship)?

	Question 4. 

When the Israelites sold themselves to the Canaanite god Baal, they took the reverence that rightly belonged to God and threw it away on an idol.


5.
What light does this shed on God’s command to Hosea in 1:2?

	Question 5. 

Gomer’s sinful life vividly illustrates how the Israelites sold themselves away from the Lord.


6.
Christians are sometimes accused of "selling out” the gospel of Christ . 

What examples of this accusation have you heard ?

7.
What sort of gain tempts you to compromise your loyalty to Christ?

	Question 7. 

The gain does not have to be financial. 

We may compromise our faith in order to gain or keep social status, to avoid risk, to stay comfortable or to insulate ourselves from rejection.


8.
Why does God choose to show mercy to the "daughters” and 

"daughters-in-law’ (v.14)?

9.
How does this passage answer a person who says, "It doesn’t matter what you worship as long as you have something to believe in”?

10.
What does verse 16 tell you about the heart of God?

	Question 10. 

God could not reward Israel while they were set on idolatry; it would have only affirmed and encouraged their idolatry since they attributed their prosperity to Baal. 

Yet it is clear that God wanted to "pasture them like lambs in a meadow."

(For another example of how Israel’s sin restricted God’s blessings, look back to Hosea 2:8-9.)


11.
Hosea 4 reveals that Israel was in a sad state in Hosea’s time. 

If you had lived then, how well would you have fit in with Israelite soci​ety? Would you have blended in and gone with the drift, or would von have dared to be different? 

Why do you answer as you do?

12.
To what extent do you think you go along with sin in your own society?

13.
Where do you need to change in order to stand out as a worshiper of the Lord?

Pray that you will live
in faithfulness, love and acknowledgment of God  

no matter whether your society approves or not (see v. 1).

Since sins of the leadership is the subject of study 4, reread Hosea 4: 6-9 in light of the particular sins of the Jewish priests. 

Consider these questions

•
How had the priests failed the people?

•
Why do you think God held the people responsible 

even though the priests had misled them (v. 9) ?

